76	THE   GREAT   REHEARSAL
wealth," It may be pointed out that South Carolina had perhaps
11,000 more inhabitants than Connecticut, but that in South
Carolina more than 100,000 of the inhabitants were slaves. This
would make the number of free inhabitants in Connecticut, which
had few slaves, greater than in South Carolina, and would give
Connecticut more votes in the popular branch of the national
legislature.
King of Massachusetts, seconded by Wilson, proposed a trial
motion to the effect that suffrage in the first branch ought to be
^according to, some equitable ratio of representation," without
yet deciding what particular ratio would be equitable or de-
sirable. They ought. King said, to establish first the principle on
which they were to construct the new government. If it was to
remain "federal** (he meant confederate), then thief states should
continue to have equal votes. If it was to become "national7" (he
here could mean either "national" or "federal"), then representa-
tion would have, to be on some equitable basis.
Just before the motion was put, Franklin said that Tie had
thrown his ideas on the matter" into a paper which Wilson would
read. Again Franklin began as a philosopher, not as a politician*
He who could be so merry could also be pacific, pouring oil on
troubled water as he nad done in one of hi« famous experiments*
*lt has given me a great pleasure to observe that till this point,
the proportion of representation, came before us, our debates
were carried on with great coolness & [good] temper. If any
thing of a contrary kind, has on this occasion appeared, I hope
it will not be repeated; for we are sent here to consult not to
contend, with each other; and declarations of a fixed opinion,
and of determined resolution, never to change it, neither en-
lighten nor convince us. Positiveness and warmth on one side,
naturally beget their like on the other; and tend to create and
augment discord & division in a great concern, wherein harmony
& Union are extremely necessary to give weight to our Councils,
and render them effectual in promoting & securing the common
good.
*1 must own that I was originally of opinion it would be better
if every member of Congress, or our national Council, were to
consider himself rather a representative of the whole, than as
an Agent for the interests of a particular State; in which case
the proportion of members for each State would be of less con-

